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3rd Youth Research Forum 2020 
 

Youth are the pillar of society as they are the ones to bear the burden of 

future generations’ sustainability. Soon enough, they are the ones to be positioned 

to have a tremendous capacity to give back to the community and to society in 

general, and to be the ones with most potential to be dynamic physically, mentally 

and creatively. In this way, young people are the most important resource that all 

social institutions (government, private and NGOs) must invest in, in order to 

achieve integrated and sustainable development. These institutions should also 

study how young people transform their energies and creativity into positive 

productive elements that serve and develop society politically, culturally, socially 

and economically.  This forum seeks to develop in young people the culture of 

scientific research and to confirm their role in leading change and creating 

opportunities for development and progress through scientific research and 

innovation. This will be achieved through tying research to the needs of society, 

and emphasizing the synergy of science and the integration of human knowledge 

and the importance of understanding the relationship between natural and 

technical sciences, humanities, social and cultural heritage, in order to increase 

the ability of societies to develop resources and sustain development 

opportunities. 

 As part of the University's strategy aimed at developing scientific research 

among young people, particularly, the aspects related to identity studies, heritage 

and cultural communication; the third research forum entitled "Identity and 

Cultural Tourism" plans to achieve several cognitive, cultural, and community 

purposes where the forum represents an opportunity for young people to serve 

the needs of society in the next crucial phases of development. This especially 

the case, as the State of Qatar prepares to host the World Cup 2022, and young 

people will have a leading role in maximizing the benefit of this occasion by 

involving them in carrying out the research and exploratory duties leading up to 

this international event, such as highlighting the national identity and the culture 

of Qatar and its people, the introduction of its ancient heritage and its modern 

renaissance and the promotion of cultural tourism that can be enjoyed by the 

tourist and visitor to  Qatar in the next stage. 

Forum objectives:   

- Creating research material covering the knowledge and cultural concerns 

of young people at this juncture. 

- Creating a database on youth activities that have distinct research 

capabilities in the field of specialized and interdisciplinary studies. 
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- Exploring the research capabilities of young people in a specific field 

linked to World Cup events and associated cultural, sports, environmental 

and urban activities. 

- Highlighting the roles played by institutions such as the Qatar National 

Museum and the Cultural District Foundation (Katara) in promoting the 

cultural identity in Qatar. 

- Integrating sustainable knowledge among young people and preparing 

them to do their duty and taking the initiative towards positive participation 

in maximizing the benefits of this great event (World Cup). 

- Opening channels of communication for research and knowledge between 

the university and community institutions, especially those that play a key 

role in the World Cup. 

- Opening channels of communication between young researchers and 

community institutions organizing the World Cup. 

- Promoting a culture of scientific research and linking it to important 

historical events.  

- Promoting cultural tourism and building a knowledge society. 

- Introducing Qatari heritage in all its forms in a scientific and accurate 

manner according to the specifications of the UNESCO Authority (Qatari 

names / food / cities / mosques / museums / castles ... etc).  

 Qatar University is, therefore, pleased to invite undergraduate and graduate 

students from Qatar University, universities and scientific institutes and 

secondary school students in Qatar from all disciplines, to participate in the Third 

Research Forum for Young People in Qatar with their research and scientific 

productions on the subject of identity and heritage, cultural tourism and 

participation in research posters on the same topics, in order to contribute to their 

vision and proposals to achieve the aspirations of Qatar and its youth.  

There will be scientific competitions for the best research (1st, 2nd and 3rd prize) 

and certificates of appreciation and valuable financial research awards. There will 

also be in-kind awards and certificates for the top three research posters. 

Research topics: 

 The forum's organizing committee has selected the theme and topics which 

young people can research and apply to participate in the Third Youth Research 

Forum. They are as follows: 

First: World Cup facilities and the sustainability of Qatar's heritage in 

architecture, arts and culture 
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 This theme addresses two important aspects of Qatar's World Cup facilities: 

sustainability and Qatar's legacy. Sustainability at major sporting events means 

all the plans and facilities that are built for the sporting event and other facilities 

and buildings that remain after the event itself. Sustainability considers a variety 

of aspects, including the design that takes into account and draws its ideas from 

heritage and the surrounding environment, and optimal material consumption, in 

addition to using sustainable, environmentally conscious architectural methods. 

The talk about the sustainability of Qatar's heritage is a reflection of the 

importance of the venue for the World Cup, as Qatar is the first Arab country to 

host the event as the world's most important global sport.  

 Hence, the importance of sustaining the local and international legacies that will 

remain for the world after the World Cup. The following are suggested topics for 

research: 

 Sustaining the heritage of traditional architecture in the construction and 

design of World Cup facilities  

 Comparative study and analysis of sustainability programs in facilities at 

world championships 

 Analysis of natural heritage sustainability programmes represented in local 

plants and trees through the World Cup  

 Ways to activate cultural heritage at the 2022 World Cup 

 Students from engineering, science, planning, graphics, design, biology, 

environmental studies and technological disciplines, as well as culture, 

communication and media, can participate with their research within this theme. 

Second: The role of museums in promoting cultural identity 

Museums are no longer just places to preserve and display heritage treasures, but 

also scientific and recreational institutions to serve all members of society.  Due 

to the increasing importance of the role of museums in the public life of the 

community, specialized international institutions such as the International 

Council of Museums (ICOM) provide all forms of support for the development 

of the museum's mission in the service of society so that the museum becomes 

part of people's daily life and not Just a tourist attraction.  Researchers can cover 

one or more of the following aspects: 

 The educational role of museums in preserving the heritage and cultural 

identity of the community  

 The role of museums in promoting the culture image of the state and 

promote human communication 
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 Qatar National Museum's role in recording and publishing the social and 

political history of Qatar  

 Qatar recently joined the International Council of Museums (ICOM), what 

is the importance of this membership.   

Students from education, history, museum, media and other disciplines can 

participate in research on one of the topics mentioned in this theme. The 

researcher can use a variety of approaches such as surveying, case study, content 

analysis, historical method and others.  

Third: Economy and culture tourism 

Over the past six decades, tourism has grown and diversified into one of the 

largest and fastest growing economic sectors in the world. An increasing number 

of destinations have opened up and investments in tourism development, turning 

modern tourism into a major driver of social and economic progress. The 

organization of major sporting events, such as the World Cup, is making a major 

shift in the status of the organizing country on the list of countries with tourist 

destinations in the world. Culture tourism has become part of tourism, interested 

in the tourist's engagement with the culture of a country or region, and the lifestyle 

of people in those geographical areas, the history of these people, their folk art, 

architecture, religion and other elements that have helped shape their lives. 

Culture tourism refers to the use, display and value of heritage sites (museums 

and archaeological sites).  In this theme, research can be carried out on the 

following aspects:   

 Study of the place of culture tourism in  economy 

 Qatar as a culture tourist destination: a marketing study of features and 

challenges 

 Analysis of culture tourism and its role as a competitive advantage for the 

tourism sector  

 Organizing the World Cup as a marketing event for culture tourism  

 Students from different disciplines can choose one of the topics mentioned above 

and conduct research on them, among these disciplines: tourism, economics, 

management, media, social sciences such as sociology, psychology and others. 

Fourth: Heritage cities and their role in culture tourism 

 Our lands are proud of the many sites listed on the UNESCO list of World 

Heritage Sites, such as the historic city of Zubara in Qatar, which can be 

developed as places for local and international culture tourism.  Researchers can 

research any of the following topics: 
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 Maintenance of heritage cities: an architectural archaeological study 

 Collecting and documenting the names and characteristics of historical 

tourist sites: a touristic documentary study 

 Study exemplary models such as Souq Waqif and Cultural District 

Foundation Katara to assess their positive impact on the development of 

culture tourism 

 Qatar has succeeded in registering Zubara on the Unesco World Heritage 

List, write about the aspects and benefits of this achievement.  

  These subjects can be studied by different disciplines and methods such as 

architecture, urban planning, archaeology, history, anthropology, economics, 

sociology and other disciplines. The researcher can use the research methods that 

characterize his/her study specialty. 

Fifth: Symbols and components of identity  

 It is the culture of a society that defines the personality characteristics of 

individuals and their national identity that reflects the authenticity of their culture 

heritage and increases the durability and strength of the social structure. People 

are born in a certain place and time, but they nevertheless have roots, which are 

both abstract and material, it is their culture under which they are born, which 

provides them with the spirit, thought and meaning of life and conveys to them 

the skills and techniques that facilitate their livelihoods. The local culture often 

represents the identity of the society that it acquired over time which maintains 

its cohesion and distinguishes it from other cultures, and thus recognizes and 

introduces oneself to others through its cultural identity. This theme focuses on 

several aspects of the symbols and attributes of material and non-material cultural 

identity, as follows: 

 Mosques: A documentary architectural study 

 Collecting and documenting the vocabulary of local dialects: a linguistic 

study 

 Collecting and documenting the heritage of the judicial system: a historical 

legal study  

 Collecting and documenting the evolution of science as a symbol of 

sovereignty and country   

Students from history, archaeology, language, sociology, anthropology, 

architecture and law disciplines can conduct research on topics in this theme. The 

theme of mosques can carry out a topographic study (the science of the study of 

natural or industrial places) of mosques, or divide them on historical grounds 

according to ancient and modern architecture, or into groups by architectural 
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design. As for the subject of local dialects and language, the researcher can use 

the foundations of research in acoustics, pronunciation or speech phonology, a 

branch of linguistics, which deals with the acoustic system and the exits and 

tabulation of the sounds of human speech, and records the vocabulary of the 

dialect. The local dialect can be addressed in a certain way, or from several levels 

of language through vocal pronunciation, structures, stylistic compositions, 

meanings and semantics, and the researcher can indicate the origins of those 

Arabic words and classify them as lexical, or by the original, the Arabized, the 

foreign, and so on. 

In the subject of the study of judicial heritage, researchers can carry out an 

analytical study of court codes or a documentary study of everything related to 

the judiciary, the development of the judicial system, the conduct of a survey of 

the judiciary and judges, or limited to the study of the pioneering  judges at a 

certain stage, or at several stages, or compose a  bibliographic work about legal 

literature, research and studies, the researcher can also conduct an analytical study 

of a judicial document at any level of language, social or legal. As for studying 

the history of the development of science, ancient photographs, documents and 

manuscripts can be used, information is searched in museums and conducting 

interviews with officials. 

Sixth: Collecting and documenting parts of the culture heritage  

Material and intangible heritage is an important part of the culture of any people, 

who seeks to preserve it, especially since it represents part of its identity and its 

evolution over time. Here are some of the research topics: 

 Collecting and investigating the names of people: an analytical study  

 Collecting and documenting the kitchen heritage: a social historical study 

 Collecting and documenting the heritage of folk medicine: an 

anthropological study  

 Collecting and recording the folk tale 

Students can choose one of the previous topics and conduct research on them, for 

example the study of names is included in the cognitive, descriptive and analytical 

studies in linguistic, social and historical semantics, the names are a store for 

civilization and cultural  development in societies, where the change can be 

observed through description and analysis, formulas, sounds, meaning, the 

origins of words, sources of names and cultural significance can be observed 

through description and analysis. The topics of traditional cuisine and folk 

medicine belong to intangible heritage and this type of heritage has a special 
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method outlined by UNESCO in the Convention on the Preservation of Heritage, 

starting with the following arrangement: 

1- Determining the quality of intangible heritage (cuisine through history or 

cooking utensils or the names of food through the ages ...or (folk medicine; 

treatment methods and medicine) in a particular society. 

2- Collecting and documenting heritage by appropriate means of collection and 

codification of description, photography, simulation, drawing, etc. 

3- Documenting and codifying/editing this heritage and showing its historical 

origins or the additions or beginnings of its knowledge 

4- Registration and classification in lists and illustrative forms according to 

UNESCO lists  

5- The means of highlighting, publishing and promoting it through education, 

museums, seminars and the media. 

Research can also be conducted to document Qatari colloquial poetry (Nabati), 

Qatari proverbs, folk tales, food names, beverages, costumes, diving, using any 

appropriate scientific approach to study. 

Students from many disciplines can conduct this type of research related to 

material and intangible heritage, including language and voice, nutrition and 

medicine, social sciences and history…etc .  

Seventh: Challenges of identity and globalization 

This topic relates to  cultural and  identity problems facing the Arabic language, 

the challenges of reality, competition of other languages at home, the absence of 

a national project for Arabic language and language policy specified in linguistic 

planning and development and modernization projects for the uses of  Arabic in 

the fields of modern sciences and Arabization,  and in the fields of 

communication, media, economy, tourism, digital platforms, modern digital 

programs and the poor use of language on the international information network 

compared to other languages. The researcher can address any of these issues by 

studying, analyzing, measuring impact, measuring youth or scientific trends or 

community trends towards them, and then analyzing and examining these 

problems, challenges and the like.  

The following are the topics on which research can be carried out within this 

theme: 

 The role of education in preserving cultural identity among young people: 

an analytical study 
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 The Impact of social media on the cultural identity of the youth: a survey 

 The impact of globalization on the Arabic language among young people: 

an analytical survey 

 The role of the media in preserving cultural identity  

Students from Arabic language, education, media and social sciences such as 

sociology and psychology, can conduct research on the above topics. They can 

use the research approaches associated with specialization. 

8. Medicine, pharmacology and community health 

Keeping up with the times and the need for innovation in the field of treatment 

and community health does not mean getting rid of the experiences of the past 

and abandon the heritage of the ancestors, but rather  developing and improving 

it to suit the requirements of the present and building the future. This theme deals 

with a range of topics related to the treatment of incurable diseases and 

medication in various ways experienced by ancestors through all the modern 

developments in the field of medicine, the making of medicine and the health of 

society. Within this framework, research can be conducted on the following 

topics: 

 The role of local medicinal herbs in the treatment of various diseases 

 The role of naturally sourced substances in the synthesis of modern 

medicines  

 Management of health institutions and the pharmaceutical economy 

 The role of health awareness in the advancement of society and the fight 

against addiction and bad eating habits 

Students from the fields of medicine, pharmacy, health and biology, social 

sciences and anthropology can conduct research on the topics mentioned under 

this theme. 

Competition terms: 

1- Postgraduate and undergraduate students can participate with their research 

in this forum 

2- The student can submit his or her research alone or as a group of students 

(no more than 6 students) participating in one research. 

3- Choose one of the topics mentioned above and conduct a theoretical or 

practical research on them. 

4- Students from multiple disciplines can participate in a single research team. 
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5- The student or group of students can apply to participate in the forum even 

if it is a completed research or has participated in another scientific event 

provided it fits the topics of the forum. 

6- Graduate students can participate in a research team or individually.  

7- Applications for participation will be submitted with the research title and 

abstract of a 300-word by January 15, 2020 with the CV and 

communication information, attached to the application. 

8- The researcher delivers the research report or the research poster by 

February 10, 2020. 

9- The student or research team research or poster whose application has been 

approved to include a in the competition, will submit the presentation file 

or PowerPoint on an external memory i.e. USB and if it is a search poster, 

should be sent to the forum email no later than February 29, 2020. 

There will be a committee to study and evaluate research to determine its 

compliance with the requirements of scientific research and choose the research 

and posters that will be displayed in the forum.  

Research evaluation criteria: 

1- The ability to identify research questions and its fundamental problem, and 

explain the research methodology, data collection tools and the basis of the 

scientific experiment if any. 

2- Use field research techniques in research that need this, such as data 

collection and sources such as dialogues, direct contact with relevant 

interests and questionnaires. 

3- Discuss the results and come up with practical recommendations. 

4- Document references in a proper manner. 

5- The search should not be less than 3000 thousand words and not more than 

6000 thousand words.  

6- Times New Roman font size, 12 must be used. 

7- The student can use the method adopted in the documenting of the 

references in his/her discipline.   

8- The use of audiovisual media in the oral presentation and in the research 

poster (e.g. images and short videos). 

 

Send research summaries, posters and inquiries to the following e-mail:  

yfr@qu.edu.qa 
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